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'56% Nagpur school students
claim to own a smartphone

Aparna Nair | tan

survey of school stu-

dents last year found

56.03% of the respond-

ents in Nagpur owned a

smartphone. The results of

the Gen Y survey, conducted

by Tata Consultancy Services

(TCS) along with Smart Tech

Wizards quiz last year, were
released in June 2013.

The survey was conducted
in 14 cities covering around
17,500 students. In Nagpur,
the survey covered approxi-
mately 1,400 students from
over 80 schools.
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SPECIAL

The survey aimed to map
use of information technol-
ogy by students, including
the time spent on internet,
use of social media and so

on. Dr Rajiv Mohta, paedia-

trician and national joint

secretary, Indian Adolescent

Health Academy, however,
did not agree with the smart-
phone figures. “They might
have access to smartphones
but they might not necessar-
‘ily own. Many students like
to show off. But it is a fact
that children’s access to such
devices and internet is. in-
creasing, which is creating
problems in the long run.”

Some 85% of the respond-
ents rated Facebook as the
most preferred social net-
working platform. About
15% of the respondents spent
a whooping 2-3 hours daily
on the internet while 18.34%
spent about an hour on it.
Many also said they pre-
ferred using social network-

ing sites to communicate
with their friends, rather
than picking up the phone
and calling them.

“This frend is indeed very
worrisome. Due to an in-
creased level of so-called social
networking, the social skills of
children are fading. Ask them
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CALL DETAILS

859% respondents rated
Facebook as most preferred
social networking platform

. }?% respondents spent
=3 hours daily on the
internet

18 34% respondems
spent about 1 hour daily
on the internet

1,400 students
surveyed

SOSCMdsoqvered

Indeed, a large number
of students are using
such technology. Many
times, they end upuslng'
social networking
sites just for the

heck of it as many |

of their friends

are using it

turn to with full confidence
during trouble, most of them
will be lost,” Mohta said: -
Agreeing with the above
sentiment, Neeru Kapai,
principal, Modern School,
Koradi, said, “Indeed, a large
number of students are using
such technology. Many times,
they end up using social net=
~Jworking sites just for th
 heck of it as many of
their friends are usi
“it. In this process, a lot
students don’t know
: what they are getting
.into and how people can
%ke them for a ride.”
~ She further said that
nthe school had conducted
a .workshop about two

and pltfalls of excessive
~use of internet. “We are
‘planning another such
workshop in the near fu-
” Kapai said.

ﬁ Experts say such easy ac-

 cess to gadgets and technolo-

%g is hampering children’s
g skills and health.

‘Obesity is rising at an
alarming rate. Students are
so glued to the internet that
they shy away from meeting
‘actual people, which can be

/2 _quite dangerous. On inter-
~ | net, you can never ever
| judge and decide about a

rson as you can face to
 face,” Mohta said.
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Inter-school quiz catches
city twitteratis’ fancy

Aparna Nair|

Nagpur: Tweets about
Smart Tech Wizards'013, an
inter-school quiz competi-

FROTWEETS

the states only to Increase the
twests from Nagpur:

The tweeporting part
seemed to have gained sue-
cess with students posting

tion organized by the Tata every deve ent of the
Consultancy T;Sﬁ'\rlurn f}'}:&j Eﬁl&ﬁiil?ggl mmpﬂilimmp;]nh padma-
trended on Twitter wirr @parthmep  tweeted
SOGUE 1100 twasa,the rﬂ based onwhat's  siout fhe coneiusion of the
about 1,700 tweets, rillgh

tweet-count matched ap to trendll] in some spoke about the atmo-
the level of tweets from met- the ci sphere in the quiz hall.
ros like Bengalura for the VRUSHABH GUDADE
samequlz AVGUDADE #teaitwiz what

The tweeis about the
event began at least two days
n advance. ROUNAK @Tra-
Iv_madly tweeted on Mon-
day, “@TCSITWiz tery excit-
o to'see you in Nagpur' He
further tweeted that as he
wns not a schoolchild, he
hoped he wonild beabdes topar-
ticipate in any way possible.
Similarly, Anand @&Anand-
Baidmohata tweeted  on
Tuesday, Waitm:ea@m:.rhr

@Shreyas1 968 twaetid,
‘@TCSITWIz: let's hope for
more than 3000 tweels this
evening... Let's rock Nag-
#TCSIT-

an atmosphere at Nagpur!
Finals about to start, we are
buzzing."

Raunak Graunak_pari-
Jat 'i“?i“m 'Put;kBmm ap-
preciating Nagpur
Crowd: D #TCSITWiz'. Some
éven seemed to have picked
up some general knowledge.
“TCS workingon the MIHAN
in Nagpur, Ididn't know that.
#TCSITWiz' tweeted Janak
Chadha @belngJRC.

As the number of tweets
increased students began to
tweet about It. Shreyas
Eshirsagar  Shreyasifde
tweeted, “@TCSITWiz
u'ﬁ:‘sm Nagpur rocks
wit Gpmi-ng
“Bunm % %ﬂu.l

on a-
nak Chadha up-
dated it to 1300. The last
count was1, 732,



