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Second time lucky

aving lost the mega Mnals
last year an a tlebredker,
T el i Jeat e Rive g b
this year inthe TCSIT
Wiz 2014, the most keenly
contestid quiz pro-
g across Ind i and UAE for
schoals, The competition keeps getting
tougher each yearand [ didn't know
whiether 1 oottld perfortm as well as [ did
last vear, Finkshing second at India's
higpest Inter-school quiz compethtbon was
ot small feat. Toaim higher this vear
wotlkd mean nothing less than becoming
ther chiarmiphons.

1 had te start From scrodch agadn this
year. No team fn the history of this com-
bt bon had won the Chennal reglonal
o twlce b a row, So.winning the e
piomal round again would make me the
first person to do o, 1t seemed like the
orkis were agalnst us, bt we remained
optimistic and decited to enjoy the quiz
and leave the hall without any regrets.

My peammate Acjun Aravind and 1
went through the famdliar process of the
written prelims and the regional Nnals.
W were elated whisn we camie to know we
cleared the preliminary round, and esven
more when we emerged the Chennal-re-
giomal champlons. The pressure was
more this year, bart we remained calm.

The next stop wos the nationals, it Taj
Lands End, Bandra, Mumbal, Fourteen of
the best teams from India. and the best
team from UAE were the finalists, We de-
ciched 0 enjoy our stay there &= much 45
weecould and gain the most owt of thisex-
perience. We were roaming around the
day before the quiz and interacted with
all the odiher teams. Thequiz was o ake
place the next day There were two semi-f1-
nals comprlsing seven teams,
thres teams qual ifying from
earch. 15 questionson the
burrers. It was quick and we
coatld feel the tension in the air.
There werea lot of teams that
were brillkamt, but dkdn't make it
1o the finals as they were anx-
Inusl;:mu r}nunf negatives
on e £, Chur sirategy was
1o I!'I..}lnl.'lhll'l nlv;ur-]-mnwuwmsd SCHODLS AND
walt for the rlght opportunity to AEoD
strike. We cleared the seml-fl- COLLEGES
nals and made it into ihe mega-
finaks, comprising sk teams from India
and one from The UAE.

“The megafinals waz a whole new ball
game, The stakes were high, but higher
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for s, The hall was flled with
VIPs such as the CEO/MD of
TCS N Chandrasekaran, We
were excited bafiors the quiz,but
once thequiz began, ourentire
focus wis only on the quiz, the
questions, and nothing elss,
The format wasa bit different
this time. At every stage in the
ke, we had to recalibrate our-
selves based on our reliative po-
sition, and decide, lna Jiffy,
what course of act bn would be

besy subted for us. The first twg
rounds went well for everyome as no
team was lagging behind. The mext thiree
rounds werion the e, and the excite

ment increased. At the endof the first
three rounds, we were In the top three.
The fourth round was theone that
sxled] the deal for v This gave us asolld
leqd and after that point it was justa
gpuestion of maintaining owr ks, The
Minal round did not make much of adif
ference. By then. we knew we had won
thequiz It was a hattle for the second
place: Throughout the gquiz, we main.
tained our composure and kept adapt:
Ing ourselves. That was perhaps our
greatest strength. The feeling was
amazing. | have no words to describe
how elated 1felt. The entire crowd was
cheering for us, and we were oncloud
mine. It felt Itke a dream, The euphioria

iz atill sinking In. The MacBook Alr we
received as prives only adis o 1.
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